This paper documents a comprehensive database for the populations of 60 New Zealand towns and cities (henceforth "towns"). Populations are provided for every tenth year from 1926 through to 2006. New Zealand towns have experienced very different growth rates over this period. Economic geography theories posit that people migrate to (and from) places according to a few key factors. In order to analyse the determinants of urban growth empirically, we need a comprehensive database of urban populations over time, as provided here.
Overman et al, 2010; Grimes, 2013) . In order to analyse the determinants of urban growth empirically, we need a comprehensive database of urban populations over time, as provided here.
Town Choice and Definition
Towns are included in the database if they meet at least one of the following criteria: a) They were categorised as an "urban area" by Statistics New Zealand (SNZ) in 2006; b) They were categorised as a "secondary urban area" by SNZ in 1986; c) The borough population was at least 3,000 in 1956; d) The borough population was at least 1,500 in 1926.
These criteria ensure that all significant towns in 1926 and 1956 are included, as well as larger urban areas in 1986 and 2006. Table 1 shows the towns that meet each of these criteria. Each town is shown only once (in prioritised order), although many towns qualify under multiple criteria. All current "reasonably sized" towns in New Zealand are captured by at least one of the criteria except for Queenstown and Kawerau. These towns are not included in the dataset because: (a) they do not meet any of the criteria, and (b) consistent data are not available to measure their population over time.
As towns expand in population, their spatial definition may also expand. For example, the Hamilton urban area now includes Te Awamutu and Cambridge, whereas this was not the case prior to 1986. Wherever possible, we have attempted to use the 2006 definition of each town when obtaining data for prior years. In some cases, this involves prorating data for a borough population upwards for previous years. In general, this prorating is small. One major discontinuity exists for Hamilton in 1986, when the definition of its urban area changed. We have backdated Hamilton's population prior to 1986 using a definition as close as possible to the 2006 definition, as described in the Appendix. While the Hamilton urban area now includes Te Awamutu and Cambridge, we also include these two towns separately in case researchers require 2 continuous population data for them. Smaller discontinuities in urban area definitions also occur in 1986 for Tauranga and Hastings; the Appendix shows how we deal with these two cases. 
Data Sources and Availability
Almost all data, excluding area unit data for 1986 onwards, are sourced from SNZ Yearbooks pertaining to census years.
1 Area unit data were obtained directly from SNZ census databases.
One issue that we faced is that Māori populations were excluded prior to 1946. 3
The Appendix provides detailed notes for each town in which adjustments to the raw official data were made in order to obtain consistent series. Table 2 provides the final population data for the derived series for all 60 towns. 
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